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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

We are pleased to welcome three new members this month, the Session approved their membership 

on October 16th.   

 

DON & LINDA WEINMANN 

Don and Linda have been married 54 years, 38 of those years have been here 

in Htown.  Don grew up in Chicago Heights, Illinois and then attended 

Purdue University in Indiana (Go Owls!).  Linda was a Razorback at 

University of Arkansas who grew up Lewisville, Arkansas.  Her mother was 

an organist in her hometown Presbyterian church until she was 90 years old. 

They have three daughters and six grand children who all live in Houston.   

Don is retired and can be found on a patch of green grass with a little white 

ball (golf that is) and he also tutors second graders in math and reading at 

Housman ES. Linda enjoys knitting (I see seafarer’s hats in her future), needlepoint and reading.  

Together they enjoy singing. They heard about St. Philip from friends and both enjoyed our 

friendly congregation and ministers.  Don joins us from Memorial Drive PC and Linda is 

transferring from the New Covenant Presbytery.  While Linda looks forward to activities with the 

Fellowship committee, they both would like to serve with Welcoming and Membership 

Committee. 

ARNOLD RAMLOGAN 

Arnold joins  us through reaffirmation of faith.  Arnold works as an engineer.  

He grew up in Trinidad and Tobago (Roderick James is a fellow countryman 

here at St. Philip).  He attended Heriott-Watt University which is in the UK.  

In his free time he enjoys cycling.  The world wide web is how he found St. 

Philip and enjoyed our worship services and friendly congregation.   

 

 

THANK YOU 
I am not able to continue my work at St. Philip without the support of my co-workers and a great 

group of volunteers who do an unending amout of tasks.  There is always the phone call that has to 

be answered, the door opened for a visitor, proofing the Sunday bulletin/Philip-Eye, record the 

Sunday attendance in the database, pull the hymns for the large print song books, stuff the few 

Philip-eyes that are mailed out, organize a file cabinet, postmark the mail, sign a check, put new 

pledge envelopes in the pews, keep the memorial dishes inventoried or water the plants in the 

office.  

On November 2 the staff recognized the volunteers who help with all of these tasks and more.  

Please tell them thank you the next time you see them.  We always have spots available if you 

would like to help too.   

Food for the volunteer recognition was prepared by Chuck Johnson Catering and the theme was 

developed by his mom Vera Moore. 

mailto:philip-eye@saintphilip.net


November 1, 2016 

Are you Presby Pro  
(Presbyterian Proficient)? 

Test your knowledge about Presbyterian history, symbols, practices, and more.   

1. Which Presbyterian missionary won a Pulitzer Prize and a Nobel Prize? 

2. Who was the Presbyterian minister that was a U.S. Navy Seal in Vietnam prior to becoming ordained? 

GROWING IN GRACE AND 

GRATITUDE 

Stewardship 2017 

Romans 5:1-2  "Therefore, since we 

are justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Through him we have 

obtained access to this grace in which 

we stand, and we rejoice in our hope of sharing the Glory of 

God." 

During the past weeks we at St. Philip have spent time reflecting 

on these words from Romans:  what it means to live in grace and 

how we respond to the amazing gifts we have from God who 

loves us so perfectly.  Some of us have stepped out into the 

brave new world of Time and Talent online and participated in 

the new effort to tap the interests and skills that will energize 

our congregation in the future.  Others have provided this 

information on paper forms that are also available.  Everyone is 

encouraged to participate one way or the other. 

Stewardship packets have been mailed to all households 

containing greetings from Chuck Johnson and Steve Nettles, the 

Stewardship Chairs for 2017.  Also included in the packets were 

a proposed operating budget for 2017 and a narrative budget 

explaining how the committees of session will use their 

respective funds in the new year.  A pamphlet containing 

answers to frequently asked questions completes the information 

provided. 

Last but not least the packet contains a pledge card for 2017 and 

an envelope addressed to the church.  November 13th will be 

Commitment Sunday at St. Philip, and on that day all who are 

able will bring their pledge cards to be presented in worship.   

Please give prayerful consideration to your pledge for 2017 and 

all your efforts to further the mission of Christ's work at St. 

Philip.  If you are not able to attend worship on Commitment 

Sunday, please mail your pledge card to the church in the 

envelope provided. 

Let us all continue to Grow in Grace and Gratitude! 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION as of 9/30/2016 

 

Pledges Received $568,095 

YTD Budget $740,250 

 

Income $890,767 

Expenses $1,049,816 

Revenue over (under) expense          ($159,048) 

Dear Friends, 
These weeks are filled with significance about the 

church and how it is sustained and how we each have a part in it. 

This past Sunday, Reformation Sunday, we celebrated our heri-

tage and the remarkable legacy given to us by the Reformers of 

the sixteenth century, including the figures whose statues grace 

our lawn: Martin Luther, John Calvin, and John Knox. This Sun-

day, All Saints’ Sunday, we remember with thanksgiving those 

who have gone before and whose examples continue to mark 

our journeys. In the midst of this remembering and this thanks-

giving for the great company of the faithful who have given so 

much to us, we are invited to commit ourselves to the future 

mission of the church. We have elected folks to serve as elders, 

deacons, and trustee. We have elected others to serve on a desig-

nated associate pastor nominating committee. We are gathering 

offerings of time and talent. Soon we will receive pledges of 

financial support for 2017.  

In offering who we are and what we have to the church 

of Jesus Christ, we are taking our place in a long line of faithful-

ness that extends through previous generations, through the 

Protestant Reformation, and on to the pages of the Bible. Not 

many in that line are famous; only a few have statues fashioned 

in their likeness. But all of them, in a variety of ways, responded 

to the saving grace of God by giving what they could. Individual 

gifts, collected together, have extraordinary possibilities. The 

church has been sustained through all of these years by people 

giving what they can and then being joined by others in that 

effort.   

While our decisions about what to give are personal 

and private, what we each decide affects our common life. The 

church is a community of folks who have made individual com-

mitments. None of us can accomplish much of anything alone. 

Conversely, we can’t do much unless we all do our part, under-

standing that what each of us is able to do changes from year to 

year  

Growing in Grace and Gratitude has been our theme 

for this stewardship season at St. Philip. This theme reaches to 

the past and the signs of God’s faithfulness that have been re-

flected in the lives of those who have gone before us; and this 

theme points us to the future and the promise of God’s contin-

ued goodness. May we indeed grow in gratitude for what we 

have received and for what has been placed before us. May God 

be glorified by our individual decisions and by our life together. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 



November 1, 2016 

HOUSTON CHAMBER CHOIR 

Brilliant young conductor Elena Sharkova 

leads Houston Chamber Choir on Saturday, 

November 12th at 7:30 p.m. in a concert 

entitled “A Window into the Russian Soul” 

at St. Philip Presbyterian Church. The 

program will explore the depths of the 

mysterious Russian soul in a moving 

concert featuring works by Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninoff, and the 

Houston premiere of Chimes by Valery Gavrillin. 

“We are thrilled to welcome such an incomparable conductor to 

the city of Houston,” says Lorenzo Martinez, Executive Director 

of Houston Chamber Choir. As a passionate advocate for 

Russian choral music, Sharkova intends to spotlight various 

chambers of the Russian soul in musical terms. “This music is 

going straight to the heart. The audience will be 

taken so strongly by the sincerity and emotion in 

every piece,” says Sharkova. The program will 

chronologically explore historical segments of 

Russia’s both turbulent and triumphant past. 

“Music has been my religion since I was little 

because there wasn’t much else that was so 

divine, so beautiful.” 

Tickets are $36 for Adults and $32 for Seniors (65+). Student 

tickets are available for $10 with valid student ID. They can be 

purchased online at www.houstonchamberchoir.org, or on site 

the day of the performance. Advanced purchase is recommended 

because of limited seating capacity.  

 

GIFTS FROM DAMASCUS 
Classical concert guitarist Susan McDonald will present a 

program of music and information on her work in cultural 

diplomacy in the Mideast through Remember the River which 

she founded as an international branch of her Fine Arts 

Foundation. She first created a guitar program in Iraq in 2013 

under the auspice of American Voices, which administers YES 

Academies in countries that are attempting to emerge from 

conflict or isolation. In 2015 she expanded that program to 

Beruit, Lebanon to teach advanced classical guitar students from 

Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Syria. Come for dessert and hear 

Susan play for you and tell you about her 2016 summer in 

Beirut working with Orantes, a guitar quartet from Syria and 

others. If she is successful helping them get out of Syria before 

they are conscripted into the Army or Isis finds them and 

amputates their hands, they will truly emerge as the world’s 

greatest guitar quartet ever. Susan will be at St. Philip in January 

at Church & Society and to give a concert, but many of you 

won’t have the opportunity to attend the class as you are in choir 

or other classes.  This is an important conversation and we hope 

you will come. Nadene Crain has been working with Susan on 

this effort and also engaging PCUSA.   

This is a free event on Thursday, November 10 from 8-9:30 

p.m. – Warwick Towers, 1111 Hermann Drive, 77004 – valet 

parking available.  

ART AND THE CLOWN 

The award-winning documen-

tary film, “The Jumper May-

bach Story” tells the story of 

Ben Workman, a Texan living 

and working in Houston.  It is a 

tale of survival, a man fighting 

for the right to simply be who 

he is without the fear of retribu-

tion or alienation.  It is a tale of a man brave enough to tell you 

about his struggle against harassment, intimidation and bullying 

suffered because of his  sexual orientation, and his journey from 

pain to a celebration of love, peace and understanding through 

his artist persona, Jumper Maybach.  As a child, Ben spent many 

happy times with his grandfather, who was a volunteer clown at 

civic and charitable events in Corpus Christi – hours which later 

gave birth to the artist he is today. 

Ben moved to Houston with his family in 1977, where he spent 

the remainder of his growing-up years.  After college he was 

employed in Houston by the Department of Veterans Affairs, 

where he continues to work today as a computer program ad-

ministrator.  He endured bullying and sexual harassment in the 

workplace, in violation of VA policy until he sought relief 

through the legal system with the help of his attorney, Mary 

Sinderson.  Mary brought the documentary film to the attention 

of the Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee at Saint 

Philip, and the Committee decided to sponsor the film for view-

ing by the congregation. 

The documentary was accepted at several film festivals this fall, 

including Los Angeles, San Antonio, Denver, Houston, and is 

pending entry in others.  It will not be released to the public un-

til the Spring of 2017.  It has already won two honors – the Im-

pact Award for its relevance to social change, and one of the top 

honors at the NEXT International Film Festival (NIFF).  The 

director, Alan de Herrera, who has a few film awards of his 

own, said that he hopes “this film will speak directly to those 

individuals who still struggle to find acceptance for who they 

really are.”  Alan considers Ben a very brave guy, but he says 

that “what is most inspiring is that [Ben] was able to turn his life 

around, find his real purpose in life, to promote peace and un-

derstanding through his art.  Perhaps this film will help continue 

the conversation about equal rights.” 

The Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee hopes you will 

join them in viewing the film on Sunday, November 13 at 12:20 

p.m. in Room 201 of the Education Building.   Lunch will be 

available for $7.  Ben and David, along with some of their crew, 

will be present for the showing.  Ben has agreed to display some 

of his paintings in conjunction with the showing of the film. 

Happenings  

at or near  

St. Philip 

http://www.houstonchamberchoir.org
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
October 2016 

 

Called Session Meeting – October 16th 
Session received into membership: 

• Arnold Ramlogan by reaffirmation of faith 

• Donald E. Weinmann by letter of transfer from Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church, Houston 

• Linda Brock Weinmann by letter of transfer from the Presbytery of New Covenant 

 

Stated Session Meeting – October 18th 
• Session received into membership Angela Fulcher by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, NY. 

• Session approved the celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism of William Howard (Harry) Fulcher; son of Evan and Angela 

Fulcher, born in Houston, Texas on August 29, 2016; on Sunday, November 27, 2016. 

• Session approved the transfer of membership letters of James and Kay Vick to Presbyterian Church of the Roses, Santa Rosa, CA. 

• Session accepted the Independent Auditor’s Report of St. Philip Presbyterian Church Financial Statements for the Years Ended 

December 31, 2015 and 2014 that was prepared by CPA firm, Ralph & Ralph. 

• Session approved 2016 3rd quarter transfers to Reserve for Replacement totaling $33,738.99. 

• Session approved celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at Advent midweek communion services on November 30 th, 

December 7th, and December 14th, and approved holding only one service of worship at 11:00 a.m. on December 11 th, December 

25th, and January 1st. 

• Session approved the implementation of a digital information display system on the campus to provide a more aesthetically 

pleasing promotional tool and help reduce the need for tape and paper temporary signage, with the annual licensing fees to be 

included in committee budget, and the initial equipment and setup costs of $18,000 to be paid out the Technology Fund. 

• Session affirmed the following Christian Education Volunteers and Teachers for 2016-2017 School Year:  Nathan Carlin, Kara 

D'Agostino Paul D'Agostino, Cecy Duarte, Jessie Fair, Omi Ford, Joyce Fox, Cameron Highsmith, McNair Johnson, Keatan King, 

John Lemen, Jack Lippincott, Mary Jane McDaniel, Mickey Meyers, Vanessa Nenna, Emily Owen, Omar Rouchon, Cathy 

Steward, J Stewart, Ruthie Waldrop, and Renee Wright. 

 

      Committee Actions: 

• Peacemaking and Social Justice Committee has had the first billboard of the “We Choose Welcome” billboard campaign put up 

at the corner of Yale & 26th Street in the Heights. 

• Personnel Committee has communicated the St. Philip benefits plan choices for 2017 to the Board of Pensions of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

• Education Committee has decided to offer Saturday Vacation Bible School (VBS) for Advent, Lent, and Summer (rather than a 

week-long event). 

• Fellowship Committee has planned to rent a bus for transportation to and from the seafarers’ center. 

 

Called Session Meeting, October 30 
Session approved the Ministry Information Form (MIF) for our designated associate pastor position which had been prepared and 

approved by the Designated Associate Pastor Nominating Committee. The MIF will be sent to the presbytery for review at the 

Tuesday meeting of the Committee on Ministry. 

PRESBYTE-

RIAN 

WOMEN’S  

RETREAT 

 

January 20-22 

 

Description: Per-

haps you'd call 

yourself creative... 

or perhaps you 

struggle to draw a 

stick figure! Either 

way, as children of the Creator, we are called to be co-creators in 

God's kingdom on earth that is daily being made new. In this 

sense, creativity is not merely something that we "do," but a lens 

through which we see God's world and live as followers of Christ. 

Join us as we explore our distinctly creative call as children of 

God, journeying through scripture and engaging in artistic spiritual 

practices for prayer, discernment, and renewal. 

Bio: Rev. Katherine Hester Doehring 
Katherine is a PC(USA) teaching elder who recently transitioned 

from serving as Campus Pastor of United Campus Ministry in 

Aggieland to a chaplaincy residency at Memorial Hermann in the 

Texas Medical Center. Katherine holds a B.A. from Davidson 

College in Studio Art, and an M.Div. from Duke Divinity School, 

where she specifically studied the connection of theology and art 

through Duke Initiatives in Theology and the Arts. Exploring the 

connection between art, creativity, and Christian faith is a lifelong 

passion for Katherine, and she is deeply honored to embark on a 

creative spiritual journey with the women of St. Philip! 

 

Registration forms available in Gathering Area or at  

saintphilip.net/PresWomen.html 

http://saintphilip.net/PresWomen.html


ARTS & CRAFTS STUDIO 
SATURDAY 
The next Arts & Crafts Saturday will 

meet November 5th.  We will make 

Christmas cards. Please bring a snack to 
share with everyone.  Water will be 
provided. Do you have the talent of 

making string art? If you would like to 

share a craft, please contact Lori Murphy 

at lmurphette@gmail.com or 713-447-

5320. 

FRIDAY PHIL-UP 
Join us for Friday Phil-Up! We'll meet at 

6 pm on Friday, November 18th at Cafe 

Express (1101 Uptown Park Blvd #12, 

Houston, TX 77056) for food, fun, and 

fellowship. A great way to unwind at the 

end of your work week! All ages are 

welcome. We hope that you will join us! 

SEAFARERS' CENTER 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Please join us for the annual Seafarers' 

Center Christmas Party on Saturday, 

December 3rd.  We will meet in the 

church parking lot at 5:30 p.m. prior to 

the event.   We will provide further details 

about transportation closer to the event. 

We will share holiday treats with 

seafarers and sing Christmas carols inside 

the center.   Piano players and singers are 

especially encouraged to sign up, though 

those less musically inclined are also 

encouraged to come spread holiday 

cheer.  All ages are welcome.   Seafarers 

are often away from friends and family 

for months at a time, and with increased 

security following 9/11 are not easily 

allowed outside of the ship channel.    We 

provide much needed fellowship and 

holiday cheer to people so far away from 

home.    Please look for a signup sheet in 

the gathering area following church.   All 

attendees will need to bring a drivers 

license with them to the event for the 

security process at the ship channel.  

NOVEMBER COMMUNION 

OFFERING 

INSTITUTE FOR CIVILITY 

IN GOVERNMENT 

On November 6 our Communion 

Offering will be for the Institute for 

Civility in Government.  The 

Institute has a remarkable history of 

providing unique opportunities to 

communities, churches, schools and 

businesses to participate in 

something which has a nationwide 

impact.  Through Congressional 

Student Forums, Civility Training 

events and Student Legislative 

Seminars to Washington, DC, the 

Institute teaches civility skills and 

then provides real life opportunities for people to put those skills into practice.   

Building on their extraordinary success in conjunction with Furr High School, which 

serves an economically deprived area of Houston, the Institute programs have become 

sought out by federal agencies, communities, businesses, churches and schools across 

the nation. But it is the generosity of our members and supporters like you that make it 

all possible.  Individuals who have never before experienced being a meaningful part 

of the governing process become advocates for their own issues as effective and 

engaged citizens. The trips to Washington are life-changing events, not only for the 

students, but for the communities in which they live.  This is such an inspirational 

story, it never gets old.  God has worked marvels to bring constructive change and 

hope to students who never before had the opportunity to dream, much less to 

participate in government, and is sowing the seeds to shift our culture from one of 

polarization and antagonism to one of mutual respect and cooperative effort. 

Never has the need of sowing seeds of civility been clearer than it is today!  The 

Institute feeds the yearning of people to be a respected and respectful part of their own 

communities, rather than to be at war with their society.  In meeting this need, the 

Institute answers the call for reconciliation in a significant way that is met by few other 

charitable organizations. Your prayers, your membership, and your financial support 

are necessary as we continue our journey – and will be put to the task of creating a 

better community for all of us – both here and across the nation. This is a rare 

opportunity to watch your dollars make a significant impact today, tomorrow, and 

beyond.  Please join your voice to ours and give generously. 

For more information, visit us at www.instituteforcivility.org, or follow us on 

Facebook and Twitter @CivilGovernment.   

 

 

 

SPONSOR A FAMILY FOR CHRISTMAS! 
Once again, St. Philip will be sponsoring families through Kids Meals. These are 

families that can benefit from our generosity of giving so that their Christmas morning 

will be made brighter and more joyous with gifts. Your generosity will be essential in 

helping 12 families experience the generous spirit of the Christmas season. Starting 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13th in the Gathering Area, you will have the opportunity to 

get information about these families. Sponsor a mom, dad, or one or more children. 

Have a Sunday School class, Circle, youth group, or individual families sponsor a 

whole family! Gather the gifts here at church; in mid-December, experience the joy of 

delivering these gifts to families who will benefit from your care and compassion.  If 

you cannot sponsor family members, you monetary donation can go to provide gift 

cards for each family. The December Communion Offering will also be dedicated for 

this purpose. 'Tis the season! 
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NEED TIME AND TALENT 

HELP? 
You can get assistance using the online 

Time and Talent form by contacting 

Lorrie Castle at 713.622.4807. 

 

mailto:lmurphette@gmail.com?subject=Share%20My%20Craft%20at%20SPPC
http://www.instituteforcivility.org


SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL 

NURSERY AND PRESCHOOL  

8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. Infants and children through 4 years old 

are invited to our Nursery which is staffed by professional 

childcare providers.  Please find our Nursery in Room 106 of the 

Education Building along the Sunday School Classroom hallway 

on the first floor.  An usher or a greeter will be happy to direct 

you there.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL AGES 

Godly Play (Age 3 to K)—Room 104 

Grades 1,2, & 3—Room 105 Grades 9-12—Room 205  

Grades 4 & 5—Room 103  Confirmation Class—Room 202 

Grades 6-8—Room 206  

Youth Choir/Youth Group meet the second and fourth Sundays 

of each month.  Next gathering is November 13. 

Youth Choir (Grades 6-12) -  4:30—Sanctuary 

Youth Group (Grades 6-12) - 5:30—7:30 Youth Room 

CHURCH & SOCIETY - Room 201— November 6 - 

Nostra Aetate (In Our Time) - Celebrating Fifty Years of 

Positive and Affirming Relations Between Jews and Catholics 

This document containing some of the few NEW  teachings of 

the Catholic Church proclaimed at Vatican Council II, was an 

initial broad philosophical statement. Documents followed at 

intervals with directives and guidelines on preaching, teaching, 

the Shoah, etc. Additionally, Nostra Aetate spoke favorably of 

and encouraged relations with other non-Christian religions: 

Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism. Though proclaimed by Pope 

Paul VI, it was the gift of his predecessor, Pope John XXIII, 

convener of the Council. Presented by Garland Debner Pohl - 

religious educator, former ecumenical officer of the Archdiocese 

of Galveston-Houston, served 6 years as president of the board 

of Houston Metropolitan Ministries (predecessor of Interfaith 

Ministries of Greater Houston) and has been on the board of 

directors of Holocaust Museum Houston ever since its inception. 

November 13 - Gender Justice in Islam In this class, we will 

learn about gender equality in Islam, as articulated in the Quran, 

and as interpreted by various people, including feminist 

scholars, religious leaders (imams), and "everyday" Muslims in 

a range of contexts, from the US to Egypt to Iran. Presented by 

Dr. Zahara Jamal - Associate Director at Boniuk Institute for 

Religious Tolerance at Rice Univ. 

BIBLE STUDY – Room 204 – The class is engaged in a study  

of the book of  1 Samuel which tells of the rise of the kingdom 

of Israel and the eventual rise of David as their leader, revealing 

throughout the very human traits of the people involved in the 

narrative.  The Bible study class utilizes the insights of a variety 

of scholars to expand our understanding of God’s message of 

faithfulness to His people.  Nancy Cook and Al Waldrop lead 

the discussions.  All are welcome. 

SPa—Room 200  - The SPa (Saint Philip Adults) class is a 

fellowship of adults from all walks of life who gather for 

learning and community. It is a conversation/dialogue-based/

interactive class. We will continue to look at the passages from 

the lectionary. We will access Feasting on the Word material, 

and each Sunday have a leader's guide and a participant's guide. 

Sharing leadership is easy and fun and, as you probably can tell, 

we're not a group that is shy about asking questions!  Contact 

Greg Han at greg@hanmail.me 
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CHILDREN'S CHAPEL 
On the second and fourth Sunday of each month, children in Pre

-K through first grade are invited to attend Children's Chapel 

with Omar Rouchon and a parent-helper following the 

conversation with children during the 11 o’clock service. In the 

Children's Chapel, our young disciples learn the whos, whats, 

wheres, whens and whys of worship, while praying, singing and 

hearing God's word at an age-appropriate level. Children return 

to join the congregation in the first few pews on the lectern side 

of the church for the last hymn.  Please contact Omar Rouchon 

if you have any questions. The next service is November 13th. 

 

WEEKDAY CLASSES 

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP 

The next gathering of the Monday evening study group is 

November 14, in the dining room (in the administration 

building, at the south end of campus). We will be reading 

chapter 5 in Elaine Pagels’ The Gnostic Gospels, “Whose 

church is the ‘true church’?” Join us from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. for 

coffee, snacks, and conversations that feed the mind and nourish 

faith.  

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY 
John Wurster is leading  la study of the Book of Revelation. 

This final book of the Bible has long puzzled readers with its 

vivid imagery and apocalyptic themes. Over the coming months, 

we will read the entire book and piece together its meaning and 

significance. The class meets at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday in the 

Dining Room. 

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP  
Join the Men’s Weekly Fellowship each Friday. They meet on 

Fridays in the Conference Room at noon.  The book that they 

are discussing is Search for Happiness by Martin Thielen. 

Please contact Robert Estill about copies of the book 

reestill@sbcglobal.net  The men who wish to participate should 

bring a bag lunch; refreshments will be provided.  Men of all 

ages are welcome to participate in the self-led group. The group 

wraps up promptly at 1:00 p.m.   

MONTHLY BOOK GROUP   
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books, 

socialize, and have a night out meets the 2nd Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. at a member’s home.  Our next meeting, is 

November 10th at the home of Cathy Steward. We will discuss 

Silver Sparrow by Tayari Jones. This self-led, interactive group 

produces lively discussions and wonderful fellowship. For more 

information go to: http://saintphilip.net/BookGroup.html   

PW  CIRCLES 
• Sunday Circle—3rd Sunday of the month after 11 a.m. 

service in the Dining Room  

• Monday Morning Saints—2nd Monday of the month at 10 

a.m. in the Dining Room  

• Wednesday Morning Circle—4th Wednesday of the month 

at 10 a.m. in the Parlor  

• Wednesday Evening Circle—1st Wednesday of the month at 

6 p.m. in the Dining Room  

mailto:greg@hanmail.me?subject=SPa%20at%20SPPC
mailto:reestill@sbcglobal.net?subject=Men's%20Fellowship
http://saintphilip.net/BookGroup.html


MINOR, BUT MIGHTY: YOUNG 
ADULT BIBLE STUDY OF THE 
MINOR PROPHETS 
This fall Young Adults will examine  

some of the Minor Prophets together. 

These prophets are all the books of the 

Old Testament beginning with Hosea 

through Malachi and bear the title 

“Minor” because of their brevity, ranging in length from 1 to 14 

chapters. Though we call them minor, they deliver mighty 

messages from God spoken to restore justice and righteousness 

in Israel. We will expand our perception of prophets beyond 

“those who see the future,” widening our understanding of a 

tradition of visionary preachers raising their voices to call a 

community into a decision. J and Wendy Stewart will host us in 

their home at 6:30 p.m. on November 14, and December 12. 

MONTROSE STREET REACH 
The Young Adults of St. Philip support the Montrose Street 

Reach Ministry every 4th Wednesday of the month during 2016, 

supplying and serving snacks to homeless persons gathering 

before they have dinner.   The next date will be November 23rd 

from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  The address is 1110 Lovett Blvd. 

Houston, TX 77006. Caution: do not park behind Half Price 

Books, as they tow non-customers. Park instead on a side street 

or in front of the Presbytery Office. For more information 

contact Keatan King at keatan@saintphilip.net 

WALK TO END ALZHEIMER'S 
On the morning of Saturday, November 5th the young adults 

will be joining the Amazing Place team to raise awareness and 

funds to help those diagnosed with Alzheimer’s in our 

community.  If you would like to make a contribution to the 

team or sign up to walk benefiting the Alzheimer’s Association, 

please contact Keatan King for details— keatan@saintphilip.net 

or 713-622-4807. 

 

CALLING ALL SHEPHERDS! 
Volunteer for Advent VBS on Saturday, December 3—9:00 a.m. 

to 2:00 p.m. We are seeking Youth to serve once again as 

Shepherds at Advent Vacation Bible School! This means 

you'll guide children in activities, nurture them by teaching them 

about Jesus, and lead Energizers. Keatan will provide coaching 

so you feel prepared and confident to lead Energizers and other 

silly songs.  As a reminder, we are happy to sign off on your 

time volunteering at VBS for any academic-related 

service hours you need to complete! We hope you'll join us for 

the whole event, but it is possible to sign up for part of the day.  

 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS! 
The Alternative Market is looking for anyone who likes to sew, 

craft, build or arrange works of crafted art. Sell your items to 

benefit the mission partner of your choice, or you can ask the 

Mission Committee to choose one for you. We encourage crafts 

of all scales, from small to large, including single or multiple 

items.  The Alternative Market will be November 20th. Are you 

interested? For more information, please contact Lori Murphy 

via email at lmurphette@gmail.com or 713-447-5320. 

CHRISTMAS WRAP 
Join us Sunday, November 13 at 5:30 p.m. to pack and wrap 

boxes for the Seafarer’s Christmas project.   A few tissues, 

razors, large bars of soap and toothpaste are still needed and are  

greatly appreciated and can be placed in the designated boxes 
in the Gathering Area or in the church office.  Thank you for 

showing hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people 

have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it (Hebrews 

13:2)   

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
If you or a loved one injures themselves and needs medical 

equipment to use in the interim please contact the office.  

Thanks to members who have passed gently used items to the 

church, we have an inventory of pieces to accommodate 

different sizes.  These include: 

Transfer Chair for bathing  Push carts 

Wheelchairs   Padded Seat Cushion 

Easy Chair   Feeding Chair with Tray 

Crutches    Walkers 

Bedside Toilet 

SERVICE OF HEALING AND WHOLENESS 
The next service of healing and wholeness will be November 

27th.  In this service, we claim God’s promise of well-being and 

seek God’s healing touch in body, mind, and spirit. The service 

includes individual prayers with the laying-on of hands and 

anointing with oil, along with scripture readings and hymns. 

Those seeking healing in their own lives or in the lives of others 

are encouraged to attend, as well as those who feel called to pray 

with those who suffer. In gathering for this service, we 

acknowledge that all healing is from God, and we affirm that in 

the midst of illness, pain, and suffering, our relationship with 

God in Christ sustains us. 

 

We are happy to announce that St. Philip has activated a new 

app available for download to your smartphone from iTunes or 

Google Play. Please say hello to the powerful, versatile ACS 

Church Life app.   With this handy app your fellow St. Philip 

members are just a touch away on your 

smartphone. To activate the app you must 

first share your time and talent with St. 

Philip by clicking on My St. Philip and 

following the instructions. Once you have 

completed this step, just download the app 

and you are all set to use the handy 

directory. 

2017 ST. PHILIP MO-RANCH RETREAT 
Each June, members of St. Philip travel to the 

Texas Hill Country for a long weekend of 

Christian fellowship. In the beautiful 

surroundings of Mo-Ranch, we study, play, 

and relax as a church family. Our program 

begins after supper on Thursday, June 8 and 

continues through worship on Sunday morning 

June 11. Many arrive earlier on Thursday to enjoy the ranch and 

time in the river. Most of us find it difficult to leave on Sunday. 

Please make plans to join us!  
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

Pam Taylor and her family upon the death of her mother Melba Cazes on October 27 

Sondra Sullivan—recovering from hip replacement surgery at Treemont Healthcare 

Jack Henry Owen—having tonsils removed on November 3rd 

Carolyn Vestal—chemotherapy 

Patrick Ball—hospitalized at Memorial Hermann 

Jack Fox—being treated for heart issues at St. Luke’s 

Bill Slick at home with a broken shoulder 

Norma Reagan—Sarah O’dells mother recovering from a hip fracture 

Weldon Boggus—Omi Ford’s grandfather recovering from heart surgery  

Bill Clements—brother-in-law of Vicki McKay; stage 4 lymphoma cancer & heart problems  

Bill Hall, member of First Pres. and friend of many St. Philippians, is undergoing treatment for 3rd Stage esophageal cancer  

Jan Meyer’s parents—Valerie has been moved to Hospice, and Don is fighting health issues in New Braunfels 

Virginia Walker, friend of Mary McGuire, recovering from stroke and 2 brain surgeries 

Dan Cleveland’s niece Deanna in Kissimmee, FL fighting Stage IV Breast Cancer 

Don DeCamp—Gary Gardner and Peg Palisin’s friend who has been moved to hospice care with metastatic prostate cancer  

Karen & Bill Morris’s nephew Jason in Virginia, diagnosed with Stage IV colorectal cancer 

Larraine Lyter-Reed’s brothers: Martin is recovering from amputation; Leland – ongoing cancer treatment   

Recuperating at Home:  
Sue Baier; Joe Anne Berwick; Jim Bratton; Mark Clemmons; Winston Crowder; Larry Dean; Helen Harris; Malcolm Host; Rusty 

Howard; T.E. ‘Joe’ Keever; Jo Jones; Alice Pennington; Ruth Siciliano;  Penny Vieau; Ruth Weber; Paxton Williams   
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VOLUNTEERS 
St. Philip is one of 

sixteen sponsoring 

churches of Amazing 

Place. It has a mission 

to provide fellowship, 

memory care and wellness to its 

participants, as well as support for 

families and the wider community. Our 

congregation has eight members serving 

at Amazing Place.  

• Cheryl Barker—Kitchen Assistant 

• Skip Britton—Congregation Rep. 

• Deb Burks—Board Member 

• Carla Burns—Chair of Council of 

 Congregations 

• Kay Cash—Front Desk Receptionist  

• Joyce Fox—Kitchen Assistant 

• Marcia James—Kitchen Assistant 

• Hope Wilmarth—Art Projects 

If you would like to know more—

contact one of these individuals. 

 

Introducing a New Inspirational Book 

about Dementia  

In honor of its 20th 

A n n i v e r s a r y , 

Amazing Place--

Houston’s only 

day center for 

individuals with 

mild to moderate 

dementia -- i s 

excited to announce the release of a new 

book, Remembering What Matters: 

Stories from an Amazing Place Reveal 

the Unexpected Lessons of Dementia.    

The book features ten inspiring stories of 

Amazing Place participants and families 

that demonstrate that those with 

dementia still have much to contribute 

and much to teach all of us.  According 

to Tracey Brown, Amazing Place 

Executive Director, “Over the last 

twenty years, we have witnessed so 

many stories of grace and inspiration 

among the many individuals and 

families dealing with the difficult 

challenges of dementia.  We saw our 

20th anniversary as an opportunity to 

share some of them.”  Adds Suzy 

LaForge, author of the book, “While a 

diagnosis of dementia is frightening, it is 

not the end.  These stories remind us all 

about powerful lessons for living.  

Lessons about the importance of 

gratitude, empathy, forgiveness and 

connection.” 

The book also includes art created by ten 

of the Amazing Place participants, 

including the design on the cover.  In 

addition, there is educational 

information throughout the book about 

diagnosing and treating dementia as well 

as tips for keeping your brain healthy. 

Published by Bright Sky Press, the book 

c a n  b e  o r d e r e d  o n l i n e  a t 

www.amazingplacehouston.org for $25 

including tax.  Questions, call or email 

Nancy Forester at 713.552.0420 or 

nforester@amazingplacehouston.org 

What 

happens 

at SPPC 

during 

the 

week? 

 

Here the 

pews are 

removed 

so a lift 

can be 

utilized 

to 

change 

lights. 

1. Pearl S. Buck  Her ex-

periences in China were the 

basis of The Good Earth, and 

its epic depictions of peasant 

life in China earned the book 

a Pulitzer Prize and helped 

Buck win a Nobel Prize in Literature.  

2. Mr. Fred Rogers. He wore a long-

sleeved sweater on TV to cover the 

many tattoos. 
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